
.. ;... .

THE PREVEr-rrION OF CRUELTY TO AI\TJMALS
ACT, 1890
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tA CT No. XI OF 1890
(21st March, 1890) .

, (As modified up to the 15th December, 1937).

AN ACT

for the Prevention of Cruelty to A nimals
' VHEREAS it is expedient to make further provision ntdlC.~

' f h . fl ' an .eom-or t e prevention 0 crue ty to animals. It is hereby enacted mericemeDt,
as follows '_ . and. super~

, scsslon of

1. _ (1) This Act may be called the Prevention of :=r.. enact­
Cruel ty to Animals Act, 1890,

(2 ) This section extends to the whole of British India;' ' . ,"'
and the 2(Provincial Government) mav. by not ification
in the official Gazette. extend. on and from a date to he
specified in the notifi cation. the whole or ~TlV nart of the
rest of this Act to any such local area as it thinks fit.

( 3) When any part of this Act has been extended
under sub-section (2) to a local ' area, the 2(Provincial
Government) may, by notification in the official Gazette,
direct that the whole or anx part of any other enactment
in force in the local area for the prevention of cruelty to
animals shall , except as regards anything done or any
offence committed or any fine or penalty incurred or any
proceedings commenced, cease to have effect in the local
area. and such whole or nart shall cease . to have effect
accordlnzly until the 2 (Provincial Government) , by a
like notification. otherwise directs.-------- -"- - - - - - - - - - - - -

1 F or Stlltempnt of Ohiecf<: nnd ~pl1~on!l See "Oll"ette of Tndla", 11!90,
1't. V.. P. 4: for renort .)f' tp" s,~tect ro",mlttee. see 1M". p, 95, and for
Proceedings 1n Council. 'lee Ihld. 'Pt. VI. pp, 4. 10 and 62. . ,

'Y'he Ad h ll ~ been ~..ct,, ~"d in f'''''''e i " Rr;ti~h R I11 "ch ;~tl1n hv s: ~ of the
Bri tish n "t" ch i!l ' on T '''''~ ~ e!! " I "t;,.." , IqD (2 of l qq): i " the C:"'''' hal Parganas
by s. 3 of the Son tha I Par ganas Sett lement Re ('!,lat;on (3 of IR72). ' •

'2' The n,..r t :"~ ~ nf' ~ .: 2 r " ..." ..n ' ~ , .k.""':on ' 2n , ~"ct;o" <; !In ." " ch of' ~ . 8
as relates to ~ , <; :l",rl .~ . " "'1rl 1 t of 'h i. A,.I hove heen dp,.l:lrprl in forr> in
' !' l" " ......I T):. 'r:,.! "" ~ 1 on" ~"h . .... f' th e /I n~',l Laws R p!!" lo' ;on. lq10
. 1( nf' lO~ r., "n rl i~ Ih .. 1;1-.,.." .1_ ,,1. T):~' f;,. f hV S. 3 an d " Sch, of the
Kho ncf"",,, l!l T,,,,,, s 'R e~ "' I1 ; ;('l" . 191(, (4 of 1936).

The~e \Vnr~~ wpr" . ..h.t;t"terl for the wnrd~ '" neal novernment" by the
p ovemment of India (Adapation of India Laws) Order, 1937. .
:t ' ~ , . : { . : . . • . ... ' . t
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(4) The 1(Provincial Governm ent ) may can cel or varv rWnUiQlll

a notificat ion under sub-section (2 ) or sub-section ( 3 ) . .

2. In this Act, unless th ere is something repugnant
in the subject or context-

e1) "animal" mean any domestic or captured
animal.

( 2) "street" includes any way, road, lane, squa re,
court, alley, passage or open space, whether
a thoroughfare or not, to which the public have
access.

(:3 ) Phooka or doom dev includes anv process of
introducing air or any substance into the female
organ of a milch animal with the obiect of
d . ff f th . I I> ti. 'frawing 0 rom lie aruma any secre on or
milk,

any person-

overdrives, beats. or otherwise treats 'any animal
so as to subject it to unnecessary ' pain or
suffer ing, or '

'( b) binds, keeps, carries or cons igns for 'carriage any
.animal in such manner or position as to sub­
ject it to unnecessary pain or suffering, or

( c) offers for sale or without reasonable cause has
in his possession any live animal ' which is
suffering pain by reason of mutilation , starvation,
thirst, over-crowding or other illtreatment , or

'(dY offers for sale any dead animal or part of a dead
animal which he has reason to .believe has been
killed in an unnecessarily cruel manner, or

'(eYwithout reasonable cause abandons any animal
in circumstances which render it likely tha t it
will suffer pain by reason of starvation or thirst,

heshall be punished, in the case of a first offence, with fine
which may extend to fifty rupees, -or with imnrisonment for
a term which may extend to one month and, in the case of a
second or subsequent offence committed within three yeats of
the previous offence,' with fine 'which may extend to one
hundred rnnees, or with imnri~f"lt"lrnpn t for a term which may
extend to three months. or with both ,

1 These words were suhst ituted for the words "Local Government" ~ fht
Oovernment of India (Adaptation of India laws) Order, 1937.
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, .3-A. ( 1) If any person overloads any an imal he IDsertiaII II
shall .be ~uni~hed with fine which may extend to fifty ru'peeS~ '3~!i~
or withimprisonment for a term which may extend to one XIof18~
month. '. . -

. ' '- (2) If the O\\'11er of any animal, or any person who, '
either as a trader, carrier or contractor or by virtue of his
e~ploymen~ by a trader, carrier, or contractor, is in posses­
sion of, or III control of the loading of such animal; he shall
be punished with fine which may extend to one hundred
rupees. . . . .~ ". i . i . '''__'~ .'•

. r t ~!~ ">l

4. (L) If. any person performs upon any " cow . or Snharit'Itbi ,"
other milch animal the "operation -called phooka - or doom~~~ .=­
dev, or permits such operation to be performed upon -any XI of 1890."
such animal in his p.ossession or under his control, he shall
be punished with fine which may extend -- to five hundred
rupees, -or With imprisonment for a 'term which may extend
to two years, or wi th both , and the animal on which the
opera tion was performed shall be forfeited to Government.

Provided that in the case _of a second or subsequent PezW!'; "f$­

.conviction of a person under this section ' he shall be=~
punished with fine which may extend to five hundred rupees
and with .imp risonment for a term which may extend to two

.years. .

(2) A Court may order payment out of any fine c:'

imposed 'under this section of an amount not exceeding
one-tenth of the fine to any person other than a police officer
or officer of a society or institution concerned with the

' prevention of cruelty to animals who has given information
leading to the conviction. . .

5. If any person kills any animal in an unnecessarily P.el!alty f~

cruel manner; he shall be punished with fine which may ~~I:awia:
extend to two hundred ru pees, or wi 11 imp risonment for a unnecessary

term which lTI2.y extend to six months, or with both. ~~~ere.
, 1(5~A. If any person has in his possession the skin Pe!lalty. for

- • 1" ,1 t th t h b en being 10of a Q"oat , and has reason to .bencve iJ13 l e goa as e possession of

kmt~crin an unnecessar ily cruel manner, be shall be punisp:ed ~~t s}j3Ie3f

with tin e which mew extend to one hundred rupees, or WIth with un­

imnrlsonrrvr-t whi r.h rnav extend to th ree months, or with ~=?'
both, and the skin shan be confi scatrd.) . Presump-

1( :; .}j; . If ~nv !"'e l"~('r. : ~ (-r:' '' {T ''d v,:<-h the offence of ~::es:io~of

'~l'111 n(J (Jn~ t c:"\rtr~......: to th '" nr(~,, :,, ; ,-t r: ~ of ,,"ction 5. or the skin of
I\,. r >; " . ' • aoat.- 1 Sections SA and 5B were inserted by s. Z of the Prevention/of CrueltY
10 (Am-mdment) Act. 1917 (14 of 1?17). _ " . _. , ~

/
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~with a ,offence punishable under section ' 5-A, and it is

'. .,'proved. maL SU~H person Hau ill tus possession, ar me ume
tne onence was aucg t O ~O nave been commnrec, tile SlWl

. of a goat with any part ortne Skill or the head attached
thereto, it shall be presumed, unul the con trary be prov­
ed, tha t such goat was kuicd ill an unnecessaruy cruel manner,
and that the person in possessiOll or sucn skill had. reason so
So believe). . '

Pena11tJ. for 6. ' If any person employs in any work or-labour any
empoymg • al hi h . . . .

• anywhere ' arum w c by reason of any disease, infirmity, wound, sore
~~~;nfit or other cause is unfit to be so employed, or permits any such

,~ . . '; , unfit animal in his possession or under his control' to be so
employed, he shall be punished with fine which may extend
to one.hundred rupe~s.

Insertion Of 6-A . For he purposes of section 3-A and 6, an owner
new sections 'or other person in possession or control of an animal shall
~,i~BAc~d .be deemed to have permitted an offence if he has failed to

, Xl 'o( .1.890••.exercise reasonable care and supervision with a view to the
" , prevention of such offence, and, for the purposes of section

4, if he fails to prove that he has exercised such care and
supervision.

~_ 6-8 . (1) The Provincial Government may, by general
tioD. or special order, appoint infirmar ies for the treatment and

care of animals in respect of which offences against this act
have been committed, and may authorise the detention therein

.of any animal pending its production before a Magistrate.

(2) The Magistrate before whom a prosecution for
~:t:e:Df an offence against uus Act has been instituted may direct that
aDimallk the animal concerned shall be treated and cared for in an

infirmary, un til It IS tit to perform Its usual work or is other­
wise fit for discharge, or that it shall be sent to a pinjrapole,
or, if the Veterinary Officer incharge of the area in which
the animal is found or such other Veterinary Officer as may
be authorised in this behalf by rules made under section 15
certifies that it is incurable or cannot be removed without
cruelty tha t it shall be destroyed .

(3 ) An animal sent 'for care and treatment to an infir­
mary shall not, unless the magistrate directs that it shall be
sent to a nir- irapole or that it shall be destroyed, be released
from such phl r~ except upon a cert ificate of it fitness for
discharge issued by the Veterinary Officer in charge of the area
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hi':which the infirmary is situa ted or such other.~vet'eriiia'cy
Omcer as may De UUL.llOrlSt:U in uus oeuau oy ruies mace
unaer sectIon I j . .

(4 >. The cost of transporting an animal to an iufirmary ,
or pinjrapoie, and or ns ruauueuance and treatment ill an
infirmary, snau be payaoie by tne owner ot tile aruma! ill

accordance With a scare of rates to be prescrioed by 'the
, District MaglStrate or, ' ill r'resrcency-jowns, by tile Commis-
sioner of POllee : . - . - ,"

Provided that when the Magistrate so orders, on account
of the poverty of the owner of U.le ammai, no cnarge shall be
pay'ablte for me. treatmen t of the arumal,

.(5), If the owner refuses .or neglects to pay such cost
or to remove the animal witnm such time as arviag.srrate may
prescribe, the Magistrate may direct mat the aruma! be soid
.and that the proceeds of the sale be applied to the payment
of such cost.

.( 6) The surplus, if any, of the proceeds of such sale
shall, on appticauon made by the owner wnrnn two months
from the date of the sale, be paid to hun.

6eC. If any person-s-

.(a) incites any animal to fight, or

.(b) baits any animal, or

.(c>. aids or abe ts anysuch incitement or baiting, he "
shall be punisneu wun M e wu.cn may ~AL~nd

. to nny rupees.

Exception- It shall not be an offence under this section
to incite ammais to ngn i 1I SUCH ngnt.ng J.S n ut Lkeiy to cause
injury or sunen ng to such au.nia.s a.....a au rcasoi.aoie pre­
cautions are taken to preven t inj ury or surrer.ug trom oeing
so caused. /

7. If any person wilfully permits any animal of which P~ty for
he is the owner or is in cha rge to go at la rge in any street ~~tInj
while the animal is affected with contageous or infectious artim~5 to10

disease or without reasonable excuse permits any d.seased ~~ai~;~~c
or disabled animal of which he is the owner or IS in charge places.

.to die in any street; he shall be punished with fine wh.ch may
.extend to one hundred rupees where he is the owner of the
animal, or to fifty rupees where he is in .charge of but not the
.owner of the animal. ' . _, _
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6 Prevention of Cruelty to Animals [ACT XIj

" 17-A. [( 1) If a police .officer, no t below the rank of·
sub-inspector, has reason to believe that an offence under
section 5~ in respect or a goat, is being or is abo ut .to be, or
~as ~een, committed in any place, or mat any person has
ill his possession the skin 0; a goat with any part of the skin
or the head attached thereto, he may enter and search such
pl~ce or an~ place in which he has reason to believe any such '
skin to be, and may seize any such skin and any article or •
thing used or intended to be used in the commission of such
offence]. »;

•
(2) If a police officer, not below the rank of sub­

inspector. .or any person specially authorised by the . Pro- ,
vincial Government in this behalf has reason to believe that ·
phooka or doom dev has just been or is being performed on
any animal within the limits of his jurisdiction, he may enter .
any place in which he has reason to believe such animal to
be and may seize the animal and produce it for examination '
by the Veterinary Officer in charge of the area in which the .
animal is seized. .

8 . ( 1) ' If a Magistrate of the first class or second class
Presidency .Magistrate,Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Commis'
sioner of Police or District Superintendent of Police, upon ·
.information in writing and after such inquiry as he thinks
.necessary, has reason to believe that an offence agains t this
Act is being or is about to be or has been committed in any
place, he may either himself enter and search or by his warrant
authorise any police officer not below the rank of sub-inspector >
to 'enter and search the place.

(2 ) The provisions of the 2Code of Criminal Procedure,
1882, relating to searches under that Code shall, so far as
those provisions can be made applicable, app ly to a search
under -sub-section 3[ (l ) (or under section T-A (1) ].

9. A prosecution for an offence against this Act shall '
not be institut ed after the expira tion of three months from'
the date of the commission of u.e offence.

10.. ' (1 ) When any Magistrate, Ccmmi ssioncr of
Police or District Superintendent ef Police has reason to be­
lieve that an offence against this Act has been committed in
respect cf anv animal, he may direct the immediate destruction
of 'the animal if in his op inion its sufferin gs are such as to'
render such 8. di: t'c tion nroner . .
-1.'-'5. 7-A inserted by S.~f-~he Preve~ion of Cru elty to AnimalS

(Amenrl :lle ~ : ) Act. 1917 (J 4 of 1917), -, ;
., See now the Code of Cr iminal Procedure. 1898 (Act of 1898).
"3 Added by S. ·4 of the Prevention of Cluelt}' to Animals (AIMftd­

lJIent) A~ 1917 (14 of 1917).

-~-"-- - - - - - --- --



: fAcT XI] . Prevention of 'Cruelty to A nimals 7
' '.~~<;'',-• • ; ,;.~,:.:;l

(2) Any police officer above the rank of constable who'
finds any animal so diseased. or so severely in jured, or in such
a physical condition that it cannot, in his opin ion, be removed
WIthout cruelty, may, if the owner is abs en t or refuses to
.consent to the destruction of the animal, forthwith summon

/ the Veterinary ,Officer in charge of the area in which th e
animal is found and, if the Veterinary Officer cer tifies that the
animal is mortally in jured, or so severely inj ured or in such
.a physical condition that its destruction is desirable, the police

.. officer may, after obt aining orders from a M agistra te, destroy
the animal or cause it to be destroyed.

. 11. ~otrj~ .f_: in this Act sh~n render it a~ ? ffence to =~
kill any animal In a manner required by the religion or re- ~lijlOUS
Ii . . i C ib ntes and. gious rites .and usages 01 any race, sect , tri e or class . usages.

.. 12 ,· Notwithstanding anything in section. 1. sections 4 Provision

and 13, sections 9 and 10, and sections 6A , 7A, 8 and 15 so :UJp1: =-
;: far as they relate to offences under section 4 shall extend to tion 1 wid!.

respcet toevery local area in which an y section of this Act constituting extoDt of
an offence is for the time being in force. Act.

:. . - : - ~

• .rlltt. . 13 . Notwithstanding anvthinc contained in the Code Offence
.of Cri minal Procedure. 1890, an offence punishab le: und er ~e4~ b&
section 4 shall be cognizable offence within the meaning of eognlab1e.
that Code-

_ 14. Any police offi cer above the rank of a constable General

or any person authorized by the Provincial Govern ment in :;~ o~QI"

this behalf, who has reason to believe that an offence agai nst examlnation
I this A ct has been or is being committed in respect of any

animal, may, if in his opinion the circumstances so req uire ,
seize the animal and produce the same for examination by
the nearest Magistrate or by such Veterina ry Officer as may
be designated in this beh alf by rules ma de under section 15;
and such police officer or author ised person may, when
seizing the animal, requi re the person in charge thereof to
accompany it to the place of examination .

. . ~ ~ .•

15. ( 1) The Provincial Government may, by ·noti f:f: =~
cation in the Official Gazette , and sub ject to the condition of , .
previous publication, make rul es to carry out the purposes of. .
this Act.

(2) In narti cnlar . ~n rl ,",lit}l (\n t nr~ipr'! ; ~~ to the nen­
ralitv of the foregoing power , th o. P rovincia! Government may
make rule,c;- -
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(a ) Prescribing the maximum weight of loads to be
carried or drawn by any animals;

( b ) prescribing conditions to prevent the over­
crowding of animals;

(c) prescribing the period during which, and , the
hours between which buffaloes shall not be used
for draught purposes;

(d) prescribing the purposes to which fines realised
under this Act may be applied, including such
purposes as the maintenance of infirmaries.
pinj rapoles, and Veterinary Hospitals; . .

(e ) prohibiting the use of any bit or harness invol­
ving cruelty;

(f) requiring persons carrying on the business of a
farrier to be licensed and registered; .

(g ) requiring persons owing, or in charge of, pre-
mises in which animals are kept or milked to
register such premises, to comply with pres-
cribed conditions as to the boundary walls or
surrounding of such premises, to permit their
inspection'for the purpose of ascertaining whether
any offence against section 4 is being or has
been committed therein, and to expose in such
premises copies of section 4 of this Act in a
language or languages commonly understood in
the locality; and

(h) prescribing the manner in which cattle may be
impounded in any place appointed for the
purpose, so as to secure the provision of ade-
quate space, food and water. -;

. '( 3) If any person contravenes, ·or abets the contra-
vention of, any rule made under this section, he shall be
punished with fine which may extend to fifty rupees.

PenoaI 16. Every person authorisr-d bv the Provincial Go-
~~: vemment under section 14 shall be deemed to be a public XLV of 1_
lion .14 to be servant within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian .
fUbbe . .
eervlUltL PenaL Code. . .
1DdcmDJt)'. 17. No suit. nrosecution or other Ier-al proceeding

shall lie azainst anv nerson who is. or who is deemed to be,
a nnbl lc i~rv:'1r t withit the meanin« of · section 2 1 of the

, " n 1"'" -, ' " f hinz i d f ith d XLV ofI'"Indian ,- ('THl \ I"' q " IT' r",<:., "~t n ::\nvt mg In goo at one ."-
or intended to be done under this Act.


